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might imitate such conventionalities as much as they pleased,
the reform movement initiated by Hunt and Millais would
have nothing to do with them. It is interesting to find that
three years before, in 1845, Ruskin was so captivated by
these frescoes that he persuaded the Abbe to allow him to
erect a scaffold so that he might make a series of outline
studies from Benozzo Gozzoli. They were then beginning
to be attacked by the " improver/1 which provoked Ruskin
into the exclamation, " I shall certainly get into the habit of
swearing in Italy."

It has been stated more than once that the examination of
the engravings of the frescoes at Pisa marked the establish-
ment of the P.R. Brotherhood* The statement is mislead-
ing if it gives birth to the supposition that Pre-Raphaelitism
began at that date. The meeting was summoned in order
that Millais might take stock of the proposed new members
of the Brotherhood, and the result of it was that the initial
enrolment of Woolner, William Rossetti, Collinson and
Stephens was now fully ratified. The only trustworthy
source of information relating to this subject is Hunt's
Pre-Raphaelitism and the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, in
which the early beginnings of the Brotherhood are dealt
with carefully and minutely. According to William
Rossetti only Hunt, Millais and Rossetti were present at
the Campo Santo meeting, but the probabilities are that this
was quite another occasion. In J. G. Millais' Life of his
father, the account of the origin of the P.R.B., though
mainly from Hunt himself, is not strictly accurate; nor is
that which Hunt gives in the Contemporary Review of 1886.
The reason is not difficult to perceive. J. G. Millais gained
his information chiefly from a long conversation with Hunt,
and, in the case of verbal accounts, inaccuracies on the
part of both the narrator and the reporter can scarcely be